
Sudbury Cyclists Union – the SCU 

November 20, 2011 @ 12 noon 

MEETING MINUTES – Rev 0 

Present: Chad Carriere, Janet Evans, Rachelle Niemela, Peter Paradis, Jason Thibeault 

 

ITEM ACTION 

1. Review of minutes of last meeting: 

1.1. Web Site: Would like own domain – scu.ca is available. PP to 

possibly host out of hostpapa. Mail account to follow. 

1.2. CANs:  SM not at meeting; assuming presentation not yet 

ready. RRA is working with a variety of CANs. RRA will be 

pushing for additional cycling activities, and connectivity for 

existing trails. Item deferred to next meeting. 

1.3. Rainbow Routes: some of the events include Pee Wee’s 

Greatest Adventure movie, Earth Day, Northern Lights. SCU 

would like a tent/banner for events. Possibly brochures 

detailing what the SCU is, with additional info like safety tips. 

1.4. Advocacy and campaigns: agreed to start working on initiatives 

in the new year. 

1.5. Roundabouts:  the group will wait until we hear more of the 

City’s plans. 

1.6. Planned rides/insurance: RN informed the group that she had 

contacted Rainbow Routes and that Deb Macintosh had 

recommended we contact someone in the insurance business. 

RN also read the group an email from a lawyer friend who 

recommended that we use the Lawyer Referral Service for a 

pro bono ½ hour consultation. 

1.7. SCU events: The group will start planning events in the new 

year. 

1.8. Meetings: It was agreed to meet the last Sunday of every 

month at noon. The group felt that the organizers’ meetings 

should be separate from other activities like Critical Mass in 

order to provide a separate forum where we could concentrate 

on issues. 

1.9. SCU gears: RN proposed a Christmas potluck. The group wished 

to provide enough advance notice to members so the date was 

set for Saturday, Dec. 17, 2011. 

1.10. Newsletters: JT has a template and will work on our first issue. 

1.11. Facebook page for rides: this is an initiative separate from the 

SCU. 

1.12. Stickers, T-shirts, License Plates: PP has some stickers which he 

provided to RN; there is also some other material that was 

provided to the SCU by Cambrian students. A Cambrian 

student has contacted JT about providing some 

advertising/marketing materials. PP suggested a business 

card/tag or something to outreach to cyclists. JT will get 

 

RN to investigate 

domain 

JE to forward all CAN 

names and contact 

numbers. 

 

JE will provide links to 

government cycling 

guides. RN to see about 

procuring a tent. 

 

 

 

 

RN will contact the LRS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RN to post on facebook 

 

 

JT to develop 

JT to implement as a 

personal project 

JT to handle the 

Cambrian student 

promotions; RN to talk 

to Fabio Belli about him 

donating some pinnies. 

PP to look into the 



additional info from the student, and contact the instructor 

involved to keep him/her up to date. JT will post questions 

asked by the students for feedback. RN will proceed with the 

pinnies idea. PP informed the group of the initiative to link up 

with our city councillors – Steve (representing himself) links 

with Fabio Belli re the Spacing magazine. Dan (representing the 

SCU) deals with Frances Calderelli. 

business card/tags and 

will review marketing 

material already 

developed with the 

group. 

2. Additional items: 

2.1. Bike racks: in Jan 2012, the City budget includes $10,000 (about 

125 new spaces) for bike racks. The target is outside of 

downtown, since the downtown has its own program. A google 

map has been developed with proposed targets. Talks will be 

held with downtown to revisit the issue. The City is also doing 

some racking. Rainbow Routes is also looking at portable event 

racks (i.e. bike valets, events). PP will draft a potential form 

letter to be used with an SCU letterhead to ask businesses for 

bike racks. PP to provide list of businesses that have bike racks 

to post on web site. 

2.2. Open letter to police re cycling in Sudbury: not discussed; 

deferred to next meeting. 

2.3. London Bike summit: JE informed the group that she will be 

going to the summit but will be staying longer than the day. 

She offered to provide a ride to anyone who wanted to attend. 

Due to financial costs, no one in the group will attend. 

2.4. Cycling column: there was brief discussion about possibly 

contributing to a cycling column in the Northern Life or the 

Sudbury Star. Item deferred to next meeting. 

 

PP to draft form letter 

and provide business 

list for site. 

3. Web Site Review: RN provided provided a look at the proposed new 

site. RN will implement decisions; issues outstanding will be discussed 

at the next meeting. Any additional feedback can be provided to RN. 

The intent is to launch the new site the second week of January. See 

notes in Addendum. 

 

Group to provide input 

to RN. RN to make 

changes to the mockup 

for final review at the 

next meeting, which she 

will schedule prior to 

Christmas. 

 

  



Addendum: Web Site Mockup 

Page Recommendations 

Main Page 

 

- RN noted info on page 

taken from Facebook site. 

Members to suggest any 

changes to RN. 

- Sidebar items that appear 

on every page – agreed. 

- All pages static with no 

comments allowed 

except for blog area 

which will the News tab. 

- Members to review 

existing info on site and 

provide items they wish 

to keep in an archive to 

RN. 

- No recommendation re 

any graphics wanted on 

the page (do we keep the 

bike graphic which was a 

sample). TBD. 

- Maintain RRS feed. 

- Maintain Join us link, but 

use wording supporter 

instead of member. No 

decision on published 

membership list. TBD. 

- Add a Picture gallery page 

with the flickr plugin. 

- Add Facebook badge. 

- Keep docs within the site; 

members to provide RN 

with any documents they 

wish to add. 

- Eliminate outside sources 

like scribd and external 

document storage. 

- Provide any additional 

Cycling Links to RN. 

- Add section on sidebar 

called Cycling Resources 

with most important 

resource links 

(magazines, etc.). Provide 

suggestions to RN. 



About tab 

 

- RN noted mission, vision 

taken from existing site 

and other union sites. 

Members to provide 

feedback re suggested 

wording. 

- Community partners 

suggestion to be replaced 

by “We have worked 

with...” 

  



News tab 

 

 

 

- This is where the blogs 

will reside. 

- Members like blog 

categories; allows a 

category to be “owned” 

by an admin who’s 

responsible for the 

postings within the 

category. Members to 

bring suggestions to next 

meeting. 

- Add ezines under 

Resources tab as well as 

on sidebar under Cycling 

Resources. 

- Note footer – not 

discussed at meeting; 

TBD. 

  



Events tab 

 

- Members liked calendar 

plugin. 

- Members to provide 

suggested colour coding 

and categories for events. 

  



In the Media tab 

 

- Keep tab. Links to news 

articles about the SCU. 

Need an admin to be 

responsible for keeping it 

up to date. 

  



Meetings tab 

 

- Keep for  now. TBD 

  



Membership tab 

 

- Eliminate for now; 

possible development if 

change membership 

format. Move info re 

“supporter” vs “member” 

to Home page. 

  



Newsletters tab 

 

- Eliminate. Newsletter will 

be sent to elist with info 

from site. No need to 

duplicate here. 

  



Resources tab 

 

 

- Note submenus available 

on any page. Interest in 

pursuing. 

- Mockup of possibilities 

include sample Cycling 

Cartoons and Safety 

Articles (a page with 

links). TBD further. 

- RN also to present other 

WordPress possibilities at 

next meeting. 

  



Sudbury Cycling tab 

 

- RN suggestion for area to 

post interesting “trips”, 

with submenus. Interest 

in pursuing, although 

perhaps as blogs.TBD 

further. 

 

  



  


