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Sudbury Cyclists Union – the SCU 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 @ 1 pm 

MEETING MINUTES – Rev 0 

Present: M. Alexander, D.Barrette,  C.Mellaney, R. Niemela, P. Seto, J. Thibeault, K. Roy 

  

ITEM ACTION 

1. Review of minutes and action items 

• With the exception of the action items carried forward in these 

minutes, all of the March action items were done. Discussions of 

items carried forward are noted in the individual items below. 

 

2. Review of action list priorities 

2.1. Projects:   

• For the next few months, the Bike Rack Inventory project 

will be the priority. Members discussed the project and 

agreed to move forward now that the good weather is in 

place. D. Barrette recommended we also include 

recommended placements for locations that do not have 

racks; he also suggested that we look for good and bad 

examples of active transportation implementations so we 

are able to communicate these to the City. 

2.2. Education:  

• Attempts are being made to meet with the Greater 

Sudbury Police Services to start collaboration with the 

police.  

• CAN-BIKE courses are booked for this summer and an 

instructor manual is almost complete. 

2.3. Advocacy/Campaigns:  

• The Elgin Greenway project will be the priority within the 

next few weeks as the next open house is this coming 

week. 

•  The Silver Hills development is going slowly and the City 

has no new designs ready. 

• R. Niemela is still attempting to contact the CAA about 

running CAA campaigns in the North. 

• Transportation Study: It is anticipated that the next public 

input session will be in mid-June. 

• 2014 Budget: The next meeting will concentrate on our 

2014 budget proposals. 

2.4. Public Relations:  

• The flyers, display board, and banner developed for Earth 

Day were reviewed.  

2.5. Events: The major events for May and June were reviewed. 

These events are posted on our website.  

• It was agreed not to contact the Sudbury Rocks Road Race 

organization as we do not have marshal volunteers 

available this year.   

• Discussions were held about the Commuter Challenge 

• R. Niemela to organize 

bike rack inventory 

project, follow up on 

meeting with the 

GSPS, on a CAA 

campaign and to 

contact EarthCare re 

the Commuter 

Challenge. 

• R. Niemela and J. 

Evans to finish the 

CAN-BIKE 1 instructor 

manual. 

• Members to provide 

feedback on PR 

material. P. Seto to 

revise the banner 

based on SCU 

feedback. 

• Members to attend 

Elgin Greenway Open 

House and send 

comments to R. 

Niemela for a formal 

feedback letter. 
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event and whether we register as a group. The SCU will 

contact EarthCare about registration details, and how the 

SCU can participate by organizing events. 

• Other event details will be communicated on social media 

as they become available. 

5. Elgin Greenway 

• A reminder that a second public open house will be held May 

9
th

 , from 6 to 9 pm at Tom Davies Square. 

• R. Niemela to compile 

and circulate 

comments after the 

open house. 

6. Summer Construction 

• The SCU discussed the requirement for cycling infrastructure in 

all roads projects, including some of the projects slated for this 

year. There was a discussion as to how this could be best 

accomplished. One of the recommendations was that the SMAP 

should take more of a leading role in providing feedback and 

recommendations to all roads projects. The SCU will also 

continue to lobby for the adoption of Complete Streets into the 

Official Plan. There may also be the possibility of lobbying 

councillors directly. It is hoped that the Transportation Study will 

contain concrete infrastructure guidelines and implementation 

schedules; more work can be planned once it is released. 

• D. Barrette to pursue 

more involvement in 

road construction 

projects with SMAP. 

5. Web site review 

• R. Niemela noted the changes that had been made to the 

website, including the font changes, the post excerpts, the 

new link categories and the new logo. It was agreed to 

adopt the motto “Get Smart. Get Cycling.”on the website to 

match the motto being used on our PR material. 

• R. Niemela to make 

changes to website 

6. Review of Green Gathering 

• R. Niemela discussed the nature of the Green Gathering, 

which is to link and support green organizations in Sudbury. 

The group’s four green priorities were listed, and she 

explained that the fourth priority, which was to enhance 

cycling infrastructure, has been expanded to include all 

forms of active transportation, namely cycling, walking, and 

public transit. One of the major benefits to the SCU was to 

link with the Social Planning Council, who has expressed an 

interest in assisting the SCU by providing insurance for SCU 

events. This will be pursued as the SCU determines which 

public events it wants to hold this year. 

• More information on the spring gathering is available on 

our website.  

• R. Niemela also discussed the request by the Coalition for a 

Liveable Sudbury to be signatories to a letter to Council, 

which will support the watershed study motion that will be 

presented to Council next week. The SCU agreed to be 

signatories to the letter. 

• R. Niemela to 

communicate support 

to the CLS for the 

watershed study. 

7. Review of April SMAP meeting:  • None 
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• D. Barrette presented some of the issues that were discussed at 

last week’s SMAP meeting. Of special importance is the 

discussion that was held in relation to projects that could be 

recommended to the City for the 2014 budget. The SCU 

discussed some possibilities that they would support, including a 

route linking all of the South End area to downtown, signage, 

use of boulevards, and edgelines (lines similar to bike lanes, but 

not dedicated to bikes i.e. parked cars are allowed). Further 

discussions will be held during the SCU’s budget input 

preparation. 

8. Monthly meeting dates 

• There is a conflict for June’s scheduled meeting. The meeting 

will be moved to June 6
th

. It was recommended that the SCU 

meet at a location more condusive to work; we will explore 

options. 

• R. Niemela will move 

the meeting on our 

website and facebook 

site. R. Niemela will 

investigate meeting 

location options. 

9. New campaigns 

• R. Niemela reviewed the Ontario CAN campaign being 

conducted by the Share the Road Coalition. The SCU approved 

participation. 

• Cycling petition: Deferred to next meeting. 

• Members who wish to 

participate in the 

Ontario CAN 

campaign to contact 

R. Niemela. R. 

Niemela to start 

campaign. 

10. 2014 Budget 

• The next meeting will concentrate on the SCU’s 2014 budget 

proposal. 

• SCU members to 

communicate budget 

submission proposals 

to R. Niemela or D. 

Barrette. 

11. Transportation Study 

• R. Niemela has finished comparing source documents from the 

BAP, SMAP and City and compared them to the final proposed 

routes. Trends have been identified: 

• There is a reliance on the trail system that is in or will be in 

place. While this is good for recreational cyclists, it is not good 

for those who will want routes for transportation at all times of 

the day. These users required well-lit, well-paved routes. The 

trails also can’t be used by cycling commuters or tourists who 

may be carting attachments to their bikes. 

• Some of the major arteries have been left out, including Lasalle 

from Lansing to Falconbridge Rd., the Kingsway, Lasalle from 

College Boreal to Frood Rd., Big Nickel Mine Rd., Lorne from 

Regent to Elm, some of MR80 in Valley East. Arteries need to 

have cycling infrastructure or safe, convenient alternatives. 

• On the plus side, many of the major roads are included. 

• Many of the recommendations from both SMAP and BAP were 

presented; but the type of infrastructure was not identified. 

• R. Niemela to post 

results to website. 

 


