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"Sidewalks, bike lanes, bike paths and walking trails need to be fully integrated components 
of the overall transportation system, providing safe access for pedestrians and cyclists 
supported by good urban design principles." 
 

City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 117) 
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Building a more walkable city will inevitably creat e a more sustainable city.  

On May 23, 2007, the Greater City of Greater Sudbury City Council unanimously passed the 
following resolution: 
� � � � � �
“AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Greater Sudbury accept the challenge to 
become the most pedestrian friendly city in Ontario by 2015.” 
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"I'm new to this City and can't for the life of me understand the lack of sidewalks. If you want 
people to walk you should give them a place to do it, especially during the winter months 
when the snow narrows the roads even more." 
 

CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
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"We live in the valley. There are no sidewalks. It seems a little ridiculous to drive 30 minutes 
to Bell Park to take a stroll…Mobility is extremely important in our lives. The lack of it deeply 
affects our quality of life." 
 

CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
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On June 28, 2006, the Council of the City of Greater Sudbury passed the following 
resolution: 
 
"2006-712:  THAT City Council endorse the Municipal Pedestrian Charter as prepared by the 
Sudbury Heart Health Coalition for the City of Greater Sudbury and utilize the Municipal 
Pedestrian Charter as a guideline in the planning and development of walking opportunities 
within the City of Greater Sudbury." 
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"It is the policy of this Plan to provide the following on new and reconstructed roads, when 
feasible: 

·  Sidewalks on both sides of urban arterial roads and collector roads adjacent to 
developed lands”  

 
City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 133) 

 

"Development proposals will be reviewed to ensure that there is adequate pedestrian access 
in new developments. The City may acquire lands to provide pedestrian facilities as a 
condition of approval. Wherever possible, the provision of adequate bicycle facilities will be 
encouraged."  

 
City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 132) 

 
“Barrier-free design of pedestrian facilities will be required through site plans”  

 
City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 133) 

 
"Area streetscapes are to be improved over time through appropriate upgrades, such as 
landscaping, lighting, sidewalks, paving, and public art. These treatments should 
complement adjacent built form and open spaces, adding to a neighbourhood's character."  

 
City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 156) 
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"Pedestrians will be provided with separation from traffic and an enhanced sense of safety 
through such measures as: Providing medians or islands for pedestrians to use when 
crossing wider streets."  

 
City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 158) 
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Markowitz et al. found a statistically significant injury reduction  (52%) after the 
implementation of a "countdown" crosswalk system pilot project at 14 intersections in San 
Francisco (2006). 
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“The most frustrating part of walking in Sudbury is the lack of time to cross the street. I have 
had cars practically bump me off the road, honk at me because there is so little time to 
cross.” 

    CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
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Many individuals participating in public input sessions cited the Kate Pace Way in North Bay 
as the type of infrastructure they would like to see in Greater Sudbury. The Junction Creek 
Waterway Park extends across the city and when completed will become an excellent non-
motorized transportation route (2010). 
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"As someone who walks to and from work every single day (me and my husband both), I can 
say with conviction that there is little to no respect for pedestrian traffic in this city. I am 
routinely almost hit by cars at 4-way stops and at crosswalks it is extremely rare that a car 
will actually stop to let you cross. These facts make it very stressful for walking as much as 
me and my husband do. The traffic respect for us as walkers is non-existent." 

 
CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
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Car-free days range in their implementation from pilot projects to full-scale pedestrian-only 
streets or malls. Although the City of Kingston is having two car-free days as a pilot project in 
summer 2010, many other cities have already successfully implemented pedestrian only 
streets either permanently or for a portion of the year:  
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"Stop making driveways for cars instead of bikes/pedestrians. Cars can easily go over the 
curb and sidewalk, there is no reason to form the sidewalk so that cars can go across it 
without going over a bump - I have seen many people fall (including children falling off bikes 
and into traffic)."  

CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
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For further information and a list of resources, co nsult Appendix J 
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The 8-80 Rule:  is a tool for making decisions about our built environment, in particular 
pedestrian and cycling infrastructure, based on what would be safe for an 8 year old and an 
80 year old. If you would allow an 8 and 80 year old to walk or bike on the infrastructure in 
place then it is safe enough. If you would not allow them to continue, then it is not safe 
enough and requires modification (www.8-80cities.org). �  
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Nearly all low income focus group participants have had their bike stolen on one or more 
occasions.                     

 CGS Sustainable Mobility Study, 2010 
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"We need bicycle parking at work, malls, restaurants, etc. - that make bikers want to bike - to 
leave their bikes unattended in a safe place." 

 
CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
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"It is not feasible for me to use my bike to get to work, etc. due to the lack of a shower facility 
at work." 

CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
�
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"I have lived in three other communities, Niagara Falls, Ottawa and London, ON. I never 
owned a car until I moved here. I loathe to drive my car but just try to catch a bus or drive 
these roads on your bike. It’s not easy and it’s not safe." 

 
CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
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The City of Greater Sudbury currently has a by-law which prohibits bicycles from being driven 
on the sidewalk and is stated as follows: 
 
"2010-1-16: No person shall drive a vehicle on a sidewalk except for the purpose of directly 
crossing the sidewalk on a permanent or temporary driveway." 
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"If you build it, they will come" - Attitude in Portland, Oregon that saw the city become one of 
the most well-established and vibrant pedestrian and cyclist friendly cities in North America.   

“People will use these things if you build them. Just trust us!" 
 

C CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
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Vancouver, BC (2010) - In 2006, the Canadian Census reported that Vancouver's mode 
share for individuals cycling to work increased to 4% - the highest of Canada's largest cities 
and second highest for all Canadian cities. As part of Vancouver's action plan to be the 
greenest city in the world, the City is exploring options to attract more people to cycling as a 
mode of transportation.  

The experience of other cities suggests that perception of safety is essential to attracting 
more people to cycling and that separated bike lanes are perceived to be safer and more 
satisfying to cyclists than cycling next to traffic. The City of Vancouver is moving forward with 
separated bike lanes on existing bike routes in the downtown to connect key destinations, 
such as the central business district. 
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"The bike rack on the bus is a great idea for long distance bikers or bikers from the outer 
Sudbury area."  

CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 
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"Appropriate bicycle storage facilities will be provided at City-owned buildings and parks." 
       

City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 134) 

Many individuals participating in public input sessions cited the Kate Pace Way in North Bay 
as the type of infrastructure they would like to see in Greater Sudbury. The Junction Creek 
Waterway Park extends across the city and when completed will become an excellent non-
motorized transportation route (2010.) 

Input from individuals at public sessions, focus groups, and through both online and intercept 
surveys expressed interest in seeing the Rack and Roll program expanded to all areas of the 
City (2010) 
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For further information and a list of resources, co nsult Appendix J 
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"The provision of public transit must be supported by compatible land use policies and sound 
urban design principles in order to promote transit use as a viable option for residents." 
 

City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 126) 

Public transportation services contribute to the social and ecological health of our community 
by removing geographic barriers to employment and social services opportunities and by 
reducing the environmental and infrastructure costs of transportation (Greater Sudbury 
Public Transit Website, 2010). 
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Please Note: Based on consultation with low income groups it is clear that transit is an 
important issue, largely because low income individuals often do not own or have access to a 
vehicle.  
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Walking to and from public transportation can help physically inactive populations especially 
low-income and minority groups, attain the recommended level of daily physical activity 
(Besser & Dannenberg, 2005).  
 
Recently, Lachapelle and Frank (2009) concluded that the lower-income group in their study, 
which had higher transit use and lower car ownership rates, was positively associated with 
meeting daily physical activity recommendations of at least 30 minutes. 
 

 
"… most employers will secretly not hire you if you take Sudbury Transit." 

 
CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Survey Respondent, 2010 



�

�	���
�

��������	
���
	�
�����
�� � ������� �

;G& (�	�
	����
�����,�����
� ��
	
���'����������=GGK�
� �'����
	� �		�
�����
���
	�'���	��
��
	�	�	�
������
�"��"���"�����
�
	�
���"��"��	�	�"��
 	
���
�
"����"�
"	�'��������������
���
	�8��

�

'���(���������
���� �
�

@1?17��

������'�

#�����
�
C7D����#����
$�������6��*$$����
��
�����'����#�
��� �3���'���0����	
���
���������
���
�����������

$� �������� ������ ��� ���� �����#
�����
�� �����
�� 
$� � ���*$$����
� �
��1� ����� �
�
�� ���
���3� ��
���

����� �������3� �� ���� 
$� �������3� ������ �
�
�� ��
#� � ��� #��
������� $
�� �������� ������ ���� 
�����
$
����
$������#
�����
����#�
'������1�
�
C:D���
#��������#

�����������
�
���


��#��������
 ����#����
�������������������������������
�����


������
��������������������1�
�
����� ��
�	�� ��� !���
�� ������ �"��
�	�� 
�� �	����� �	�
 	
� ��� 
"	� �
����	�� �"��	� ��� '������ 
�����
8�
0

���� ��
� ,"��
	��7��� "��	� 
"��� 
�'	� � � '������ ��� '���	#� ��
"� �	�
���
����� ��� 
"	� ��6	� � � 
"	�
�
����	�� 
"�
� ���� �	� �����"
� ��� 
"	� 
�����
� %�''	�
 ��� (� O� ,"��
	�� 7��� �
����	��� ��� 7���	��
(��
	���	�&8� ,"��� 
�'	� � � '������ �"��"� 
�	�� ��
� ��� ��� �"��
�	�� 
�� �	� �	 
� ��� �
����	���

��'��'��
����
	���
���	
����
"	�����
� �����	��� � 
"	����������	��������
�8 �
�
C<D� 5������ ����� ��� 
����� 
��� ���	��� 
$� ���� �������� ���	���� �������� �
�������� 	�� �� ����
������������1�
�
�
������'��
��
�
"�
�
"	�
�����
������

		��������� 	�����	�� ��"�
��
�������	�
���	���
�����
���	��
��
� 
"	� ����	�� 
"�
���	��� 	�����
	�8�!����

		� �	�� 	��� �"���
� 	�
�����"� �� ���
��	�� � ��
����

�����
#� ��
"� ��� �		�
���� ��
� �		�	�
�� 
"����"� ���� ���
"�� � � 
"	� �	��#� 
�� ��
"	�� ��	�
�
���
	��
	��	����
�����
���	 1��
�
C9D��
�#
������

����#�
'���#
������L?88�#���0��
�$ �����������������#�
����������������#

���M�
���	���� �������� �
�
�� �����#�	
��� �����#
�����
�� �' ��� �
��� �������	
�� �
�#�
#
�� 
�'���� 
��


�����
����	����
#�������G���������������H��$
���� ���������������������
�0��
�$�������������
���#�������4���
����%���
��
1��

�� 
	 ���
���� � �MD���� �	
� ��	���	�N� �		
�� 
�� �	� 
	 �	��'	
� ��� �	��� ��� �� �	���� 
�� 	
���
	� 
"	�
'���������
��
"	�����������
��� �
�����
�
���	
�� � ���D���� �	
���	���	�8�

�

�
�������������
������	�'�����"���
��	�
	�	��'	
 �
�����	��
�	D��
���	� ����
�
	�
�#��"��
�	��
��
� ���
"�
�� �	� ���	� 
�� ��	� ,�����
8��!���	�
��#��
 �
	�
�� �	�	��	� ����� ��HB8GG�
������
� ���>;9

��� 
�����
� '���	�� ��
� ��� 
������
� ���@9� ��
� ;G9��
 	� ���
�8� � �	���"��	#� �	������%��	�@@���
�
��
	�&��	�	��	���
������
�� �H=C8GG8�



�

�	���
�

��������	
���
	�
�����
�� � ������� �

�

�
C?D� !����� ���� ���
����� ����6� ������� ��'�

#��� ��� 2� 
����� ���� ���
���3� ��'�� #��
����� $
��
������������������
���
�������
$�����������
#������ �������$$���#����������������-�#������
��
��
��� ������ ������ ������ ���� ����� ���������� 
$� ����
��3 � 

�� ���
��� ����'����
�3� ���
����� ����
�
���1�
�

@1?1:���'���������������"�
�������$������������
�
C@D�56#���� ����#�
�
��� ���� ����� 
$� �������� ���	���� ��������G"���� ���� "


H�#�
����� �
� �

�
��������	������	��:87?1 �
�

·  ,"��
	��7��#�0�
������	�	�
���	D��''	
�
"	���	�
��	 �,�����
� �		
�%?B����	�&���
"�������	�
�����8� � ,"����"��
�=GGK#�,�����
� 
���	��� �	�	� ���	
 � 
�� �		'� 
����� � � "��� ����� 
��	��

"	����	��������	�	���	
����
"	������
	��	��"�
��8� ���
�
��#�,"��
	��7�������
"	���������
��	
���	��CGGG�
��	�����=GGK�%,"��
	��7���,�����
#� =G;G&8�

·  )��	����� ��
���
����� �
� '������ ��'�
� �	������#�  ��� �� ����'�� ��
� 
"����"� 
"	� �����	�
����	��	�'�	��	
���
	�	�
	
�����		����
"	��������
� ����� '�������	�'��
	
�
��������	���
� �
"	�!�
�8�

·  ���������	����
�'��������'�
�'��
���'��
���	�	���'' ��
��	�� �
"	��
	��� ����������
"	���
������	�� �������������
�����������������
����
��
" 	�!�
�����	#���
��	�������	�
�����	�

��
	�
���
��������"����5���	�
����+���	���
�8�

�
C=D� ��'�

#� ���� �����

� �� �����
��� ���$������� ����� �� $
�� ���� �������� ������� ���
������
�
������������
����������#
���������F
�����������
� �3���	��������
#�1���

�
·  �	����
��
���� 
"	� ����	�
���
�� �	
�		��


�����
���
���
"�����������
������������
	��
��
"��� 
"	� !�
�#� ����� ���	� �
� 	���	��  ���

�����
� '�
����� 
�� �����
	� ������
���
������	���
���
��	��	
"�
�8�

�
�
�
�

Victoria, BC  – a not-so-new affordable transportation model developed in BC's Capital 
Region – is catching on. Beginning in 1997, transit officials and community groups worked to 
develop a system that would make public transportation more accessible to people living on 
low incomes. Today, 67 social service organizations buy tickets from the Community Council 
– the program's coordinating agency – and their purchases are matched 1:1 by free tickets 
from the Victoria Transit Commission. Some 80,000 tickets and 440 passes are now 
distributed annually to people in need.  
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Trails for Active Transportation:  City of Greater Sudbury recommends that the Greater 
Sudbury "introduce fast and frequent bus service, possibly an express route or bus rapid 
transit, running from the Four Corners shopping centre in the south, through downtown, north 
to the retail district in Val Therese" (2009).  
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Ask for a Transfer When You Board 
The transfer allows you to board a connecting Missi ssauga Transit service without paying an 
additional fare. The transfer will also be accepted  by Oakville Transit and Brampton Transit at 
locations where these services connect with Mississ auga Transit service. 
 
Here’s how transfers work: 

• The transfer expires two hours from the start time of the route, not the time when you 
boarded the bus and received the transfer. 

• You must ask for a transfer when you pay your fare - they won’t be issued at any other time. 
• Show your transfer to the driver each time you board the bus to confirm that the transfer is 

still valid, and keep it with you as you travel. Once the transfer has expired, you will have to 
pay an additional fare. 

• If you want to transfer again on the connecting transit service, you must obtain a transfer 
when you board a Brampton or Oakville Transit bus. 
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A recent study conducted by Lachapelle and Frank (2009) concluded that having access to 
and using an employer-sponsored transit pass was associated with individuals meeting the 
basic physical activity recommendations of thirty minutes of moderate activity per day, five 
days a week.  
 
Making transit incentives more broadly available may increase the proportion of individuals 
meeting the physical activity recommendation. This benefit will likely be appealing to policy 
makers because they can be achieved within shorter time frames than structural changes 
required to influence travel behaviour through the built environment (Lachapelle & Frank, 
2009). 
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A number of studies in the United States and Canada have shown that people who live in 
moderate to high density areas and in more walkable neighbourhoods make more trips on 
foot or by bicycle, spend less time driving, are more likely to meet recommended levels of 
physical activity. People living in more walkable neighbourhoods are less likely to be 
overweight or obese than those living in rural areas or low density areas with a lack of shops, 
services and other amenities close by. (The Built Environment, Physical Activity, Heart 
Disease and Stroke, 2010) 
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Road design affects the physical form and walkablity of neighbourhoods as well as the 
placement, viability and safety of active transportation infrastructure. Road design influences 
the behaviour of all transportation users, affecting the safety of everyone within the 
transportation network (Health Community Design, Policy Statement for Official Plans 2010). 
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No Canadian community has yet adopted a specific Complete Streets policy. The City of 
Greater Sudbury could be the first Canadian community to do so. 

"Community streets are public right-of-ways, which unite neighbourhoods, provide access for 
motorists and non-motorists, and promote neighbourhood identity, health, comfort, and 
safety (Moorish & Brown 2000)  
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"Small-scale commercial uses that are intended to serve the convenience needs of local 
residents are permitted in all Living Areas by rezoning. Such uses are intended to be 
isolated  rather than forming a group or cluster that could potentially change the residential 
character of an area."  
 

City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 25) 
 
The City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan also states that the City wishes to promote the 
concept of a "City of Neighbourhoods, with active neighbourhood centres and problem 
solving at the local level".  

 
 City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 184) 
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A public plaza is a community amenity that serves a variety of users including building 
tenants and visitors and members of the public (National Institute of Building Sciences - 
Whole Building Design Guide). This public space may function as a gathering place, a home 
for public art and a setting for recreation and relaxation. Plazas are a beneficial feature of 
any lively streetscape.  
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"If City Council cared about the city being pedestrian-friendly, they would first improve 'their' 
yard around Tom Davies Square and use it to showcase what they believe in."    
 

 CGS Sustainable Mobility Plan Public Input Session Attendee, 2010 

"It is the policy of this Plan to preserve those aspects of the Downtown that contribute to the 
image, character and quality of life in the City, including natural features, landmarks, design 
attributes, heritage resources, linkages to existing trails, pedestrian walkways and other 
desirable elements of the built environment."  

 
City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 37) 

 
 
"Programs to beautify the Downtown are required to improve the quality of the built form and 
support its role as a centre of retail, arts and culture, government and business services".  

 
City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 162 

 
 
"Infrastructure expenditures will also be directed towards improving the aesthetic appeal of 
the City through urban design programs including streetscape improvements."  

 
City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan September 2008 Consolidation (p. 184) 
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