October 17, 2018
To all municipal election candidates:
The Sudbury Cyclists Union has been doing outreach to local cyclists over the past few years to identify
issues that are important to them. This outreach has identified the priorities that cyclists feel are most
important for the next term of Council. Moving forward, we expect that our new Council will continue to
support the good work that has been done over the past few years to make Greater Sudbury more
bicycle friendly.
Please see enclosed the highlights of the accomplishments that have occurred over the past few years,
and our priorities for the next term of Council. Our priorities for 2018-2022 are:
•

•

•

•

Make the City’s current Active Transportation Coordinator’s position a full-time permanent
position.
o Currently held by Marisa Talarico, this position is a 5-year term position. Having this
position dedicated to active transportation has resulted in some great strides towards
making Greater Sudbury a more bicycle friendly community. We received a Bronze
Bicycle Friendly Community Award from Share the Road Coalition in 2018. This would
not have been possible without the AT Coordinator’s focus on active transportation
priorities, and the partnerships she has developed with the community over the past
few years. A permanent position is needed to ensure that the needs of active
transportation users are met in the future.
Continue to fund our cycling transportation network.
o The City currently allocates $800,000 per year in its base transportation budget for new
cycling projects. It is critical that a minimum of this amount continues to be allocated on
a yearly basis so we can continue to build safe cycling infrastructure for everyone who
needs to bike to where they need to go. With the uncertain status of provincial funding
for the priorities of the provincial #CycleON Strategy, it is important that the City
complete the projects that have started including the Paris/Notre Dame Bikeway, the
recommendations in the Lasalle Corridor Study, and the numerous cycling routes that
are now being established across our Greater Sudbury neighbourhoods.
Fund the Complete Streets Guidelines in the 2019 budget.
o The Complete Streets Policy, which was approved by Council in 2018, ensures that the
needs of all road users are addressed in all road projects. We are the first community in
Northern Ontario to adopt such a policy, and we join over 100 communities across
Canada who have implemented similar policies. It is critical that we now fund the
guidelines for the policy, which will ensure the consistent application of the policy
across all departments and all road projects.
https://agendasonline.greatersudbury.ca/index.cfm?pg=feed&action=file&agenda=rep
ort&itemid=2&id=1256
Fund recommended strategies in the Transportation Demand Management Plan.
o The Transportation Demand Management Plan, which was approved by Council in
2018, lays out strategies and programs that have been proven to reduce single
occupant vehicle travel. It is important that we now fund the initiatives that have been
recommended for 2019, and then continue to fund additional initiatives in the future.
Reducing single occupant vehicle travel results in savings in building and maintaining
roads. https://www.greatersudbury.ca/live/transportation-parking-androads/roads/traffic-and-transportation/transportation-demand-management/
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•

•

•

Quicker timelines to complete a safe, accessible, convenient and connected cycling network.
o The Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan, as recommended in the City’s currentlyapproved Master Transportation Plan, identifies timelines for completing a city-wide
network of cycling routes. A “minimum grid” of cycling routes on our core roads is
required to ensure that people can safely cycle to all destinations in Greater Sudbury,
whether for recreation or commuting. The Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan has
timelines of 11-15+ years for some of the critical corridors. Most of these are highvolume and high-speed roads that are most dangerous for cyclists. We need to
complete our safe cycling network in a shorter timeframe. This will ensure the safety of
all of our current cyclists, encourage more people to bike, and will attract the people
and businesses who are looking to move to and to invest in a more liveable, bicyclefriendly city.
https://www.greatersudbury.ca/sudburyen/assets/File/Comms/2_Cycling%20and%20P
edestrian_Greater%20Sudbury%20Transportation%20Study%20Report%20December%
202016%20Chapter%209.pdf
A Trail Master Plan.
o Our trails are identified in our Master Transportation Plan as being integral to the
transportation system that serves pedestrians and cyclists. However, our current trail
system is not connected, we do not have standards to ensure safe access for cyclists,
and we have no plan for the vision of a connected trail system that will connect all of
the communities in Greater Sudbury. We need a Trail Master Plan to ensure that we
develop and properly maintain a trail system that will serve the needs of pedestrians
and cyclists.
Continue to work collaboratively with the community.
o The City has been working with the Sustainable Mobility Advisory Panel and with cycling
groups and stakeholders for a number of years. This has resulted in recent cycling
infrastructure projects that meet the needs of cyclists of all ages and abilities, and
effective cycling programming to educate cyclists and vehicle drivers and to encourage
more people to bike. Our Bicycle Friendly Community Award acknowledges this Citycommunity collaboration. We need to continue and build on this community
engagement so the needs of all cyclists are met when the City moves forward with
initiatives and projects that affect cyclists.

Sincerely,

Rachelle Niemela
Chair, Sudbury Cyclists Union
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